AN EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

to destroy us and our dearest son the Prince, with the Lady
Mary and the Lady Elizabeth our daughters, for to take upon
them the whole rule, whereunto the said Marquis had fixed his
mind and sought his opportune occasion these ten years, and
practised to have conduced that mischief to his intent, (had not
God favoured us, and we been ware in all things of such practices,
and taken heed thereunto.)

All these things have been disclosed by Sir Geoffrey Pole,
Montague's own brother, and openly proved before their faces,
and by the law convicted thereof; yea, and the mischief, after
their execution, declared by sundry their letters found, and by the
same known that Sir Nicholas Carew was one of the chief and
principal of that faction. Ye shall obsecrate the Emperor that
he will remember the ancient amity between us, and have in
memory his solemn oath and sacrament to observe the Treaties
of Cambrai, and how oaths and promises of Princes ought to be
observed; and require him to consider the effect thereof, and to
ponder how odious and detestable traitors ought to be unto
Princes; how they ought not to be suffered in any good
company, but banished out of the same, declaring unto him what
fruit doth commonly succeed of conferences, and communication
of traitors; whereupon of late there is a pretty book printed
in our realm, which ye shall receive herewith.

We be about to provide some meet person to reside there in
your stead, trusting so to speed him that he may be there with
you by March, or half April, at the which time we shall willingly
will you to take your leave thence, and so to return hither to do
unto us such other service as ye shall be meet for, that shall be
less to your charge and with our good favour.

By the treaties it seemeth we should have written herewith
to the Emperor concerning the said Pole, the which neverthe-
less for cause (albeit the letters were already conceived) we have
stayed for this time. We send you herewith the copy thereof,
requiring you to peruse it and to send your advice thereupon;
and afterward, if we shall see cause, we will send them unto you.
In the mean season, if the Emperor shall object unto you that
we should have written our letters unto him, ye shall answer it
is not requisite, and that we trust so much upon the amity and